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Kevin Wilson

py clinics for refugees from Iraq and Syria
as well as the local population.
Kevin participated on several of these
short-term mission trips to Lebanon and
served there as a student missionary for
almost a year. “Sometimes it helps to
get some distance from your culture,”
says Kevin. “The more I interacted with
people who have different beliefs and
lifestyles, the more I gained perspective
and gratitude for my own ethnic heritage
and my own theological heritage as a
Seventh-day Adventist.”
As a student missionary, Kevin taught
Bible for grades 1–12 at the Adventist
School Bouchrieh. “My experience in
Lebanon showed me just how small I was
and yet how great of an impact I can make
when serving God,” he says. “I learned

Romania and Honduras have led to
church plants, numerous baptisms and
hundreds of decisions for Christ.
Russell’s doctoral research on shortterm missions established that Adventist
short-term missions, which are biblically
based and missiologically informed, are
among the top five most transformative
experiences for college students. Experiential learning is as valuable as research.
Effective short-term missions, then,
can have a long-term impact on future
ministry as well by providing participants
with new skills, widened perspectives
and a strong dependence on Christ.
Christine Tedjasukmana Lee, Andrews
alum (BA ’03) and maternal child health
professional development education consultant for Kaiser Permanente in southern

children’s home. During his six years at
Andrews, Joses went on a mission trip
to Honduras each December. For five
of those years, Eliana also participated.
These mutual experiences were instrumental in their growth as a couple and
eventually led to their marriage in 2019.
“During the process we knew we were
part of something powerful as we invested in the children at the Hogar de Ninos.
But we didn’t realize the way it was bonding us together as a couple,” says Joses.
“That place, those people, have a
sacred part of our hearts. We went to
have an impact on others, but we were
changed most of all,” Eliana adds. “We
are forever grateful for the ways our
mission experiences in Honduras have
profoundly shaped our understanding of

that you can’t just give cut and dried
answers to the complex questions people
have. You develop deeper empathy and
you dig deeper for substantive answers.”
Kevin’s experiences in Lebanon were
formative in preparing him for ministering
in Oceanside, California. “Anything you
can do to support missions at Andrews
is worth it; it is a great investment in the
transforming experiences that missions
brings into students’ lives,” he appeals.
Since 1990, even before his mission
trips with the religion department, Glenn
Russell partnered with Andrews University, Pioneer Memorial Church and agencies
such as REACH International to introduce
young adults to missions. Over the years,
these mission partnerships in Lebanon,

California, went on several mission trips to
Romania with Russell while at Andrews.
“My perspectives and professional
goals were shaped by my interactions
with the children and by observing the
staff at the Casa din Padure children’s
home operated by REACH International.
These experiences inspire and motivate
me in my work today,” she says. “I am
forever grateful for those transformative
mission opportunities.”
In 2000, Friendship Teams began their
work at the Hogar de Ninos children’s
home in Honduras where the teams conduct day camps for 125–150 children.
Joses Ngugi (BHS ’15, DPT ’17) and
Eliana Iller Ngugi (BA ’14, MA ’17, EdS
’18) served as camp co-directors at that

the importance of service. Individually
and as a couple we’re dedicating our lives
to service; we’ve chosen professions
where we can make a difference. That’s
the most satisfying way to live.”
Another alum, Don Magbanua (BA ’16),
joined the Friendship Team to Beirut, Lebanon, in 2012. Afterwards he stayed for three
months of service at the local mission. “That
particular experience planted a seed in my
heart—a love for missions,” he says.
Don currently lives in Saneh, Yemen,
where he witnesses one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises as millions of
people suffer the atrocities of war without
enough food and clean water. He chose to
accept the call to work in Yemen as a result
of the passion for missions that he found in
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“I CAN HONESTLY SAY THAT MY
missionary experience in Lebanon has
indelibly made an impact on who I am
today. It was truly transformative,” says
Kevin Wilson (BA ’14, MDiv ’17), current
pastor in Oceanside, California.
For the last 20 years the Department of
Religion & Biblical Languages has sent a
Friendship Team, led by Glenn Russell,
chair and associate professor of religion,
to partner with Middle East University and
the Adventist School Bouchrieh in Beirut,
Lebanon. This team partners with the
schools to provide campus ministry for
both campuses. In 2016 and 2019, physical therapy doctoral students and faculty
joined the team to conduct physical thera-
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“Anything you can do
to support missions at
Andrews is worth it; it
is a great investment
in the transforming
experiences that
missions brings into
students’ lives.”
Top to bottom: John Gonzalez in Lebanon
 Interacting with students in Lebanon 
The PT team in Lebanon 2019 after serving
in a refugee camp near Syria
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that first mission trip to Lebanon.
Recently a family told Don a
story of how their home had been
destroyed by the war and they
had fled to the mountains and the
caves. With deep sadness they told
him, “The mountains have been
more merciful to us than mankind.”
For Don, this was very impactful.
“The needs of the world are immense,
and God calls us to make a difference. As an Adventist and an alum of
Andrews University, I carry this spirit
of missions. At the core, Andrews
University exists because of J.N.
Andrews who said, ‘I’ve heard the call
and I want to go and serve the Lord.’
Missions gives students the opportu-

nity to experience the world around
them and see how God can use them
anywhere, even in the most tragic
conditions. They can be ambassadors
of God’s goodness and God’s mercy.”
John Gonzalez (BA ’16, MDiv ’19),
now pastoring in Texas, was a key
team leader for several mission trips
to Lebanon. His experience of making friends, developing cross-cultural
communication skills, witnessing
answers to prayer and learning to
depend on Christ during these trips
helped shape his current ministry.
“God’s love is global. If we really
understand God’s heart, we will
have a passion for missions. God is a
missionary God,” he says. 
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